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Allendale Village Hall

THE PROJECT AND BRIEF
Universal AV were contacted by the film club, they were looking 
to purchase a new projector after they started experiencing 
problems with their current one. Account manager Duncan 
Cave went to see them, once on site it quickly became apparent 
that the faulty projector was not the only issue with the hall 
audio visual system. Being a multi-use space which needed to 
be accessible to all user groups the current system was far from 
accessible. Over the years the system has been added to, had 
its settings changed and been patched up with a spaghetti work 
of cables; it was generally feeling its age with no one really 
knowing how the system worked. 

Allendale has been twice crowned Village of the Year for All 

England, is a pretty, stone-built village in the heart of the Allen 

Valley, 10 miles and 20 minutes’ drive south west from Hexham. 

With its vibrant community it is renowned for throwing a party, 

the most famous of which being the Tar Barle, a unique New Year 

celebration dating back to 1858. The village hall is at the heart 

of this community, used for numerous different events from the 

Christmas pantomime to the film club, tea dance, Pilates and 

Zumba groups and everything in between.

Gareth Hughes, 
Village Hall committee

Universal AV spent a long time talking to and offering suggestions 
to all user groups as how the system could be simplified to offer 
an easy user experience for all with simple controls. A Panasonic 
Full HD 5000 ansi lumen projector was the first product on the 
list quickly followed by a Extron MLC 226 push button controller 
which eliminates the need for remote controls, a Kramer multi 
input system switcher and a new Blu-ray player, the speakers, 
amplifier, projection screen and induction loop would all be 
reused and incorporated into the new system. The push button 
controller would be labelled up to give an easy to read pictorial 
user interface with controls for turning the projector on and off, 
operating the screen, switching the sources and controlling the 
Blu-ray player.

Universal AV simplified the current 5.1 channel audio system 
which was getting lots of complaints from patrons to a 2 channel 
stereo system for the cinema club, added phono and 3.5mm 
jack inputs for tea dance and Zumba groups and for the drama 
group we installed a new XLR audio patch panel running front 
to back of the hall for connection to their sound desk with extra 
speakers installed into the bar area. The whole installation took 
two days with the current rack area tidied up old and redundant 
cables removed, new HDBaseT and control cables installed to the 
projector and boundary outreach microphones for the induction 
loop system. 

THE SOLUTION AND INSTALLATION

“Through the rationalisation and replacement (where 
necessary) of the Allendale Village Hall Audio/
Visual system by Universal Group Ltd there has been 
a great improvement in the quality and clarity of 
production in all aspects. Equally important has been 
the new simplicity of operation which, coupled with 
an easy to understand manual, has resulted in all the 
varied users optimising their input and improving 
their sessions. Our thanks to Duncan Cave and the 
rest of the team at Universal AV.”

Gareth Hughes 
Village Hall Committee

Panasonic Portable 
LCD ProjectorKramer VP440


